


JOSHU SASAKI ROSHI SAYS

From a taped talk Aug. 28,1970
at Vancouver Zen Centre, 139 Water St
Vancouver 3,British Columbia,Canada

Q: Can you describe your first
awakening or enlightenment?

R: Many times I have talked about
this.

Gisele (hereafter G.)his assistant:
When Roshi was fourteen he went to a
temple far away from his home.

Q: Why did he leave,why did he go
to a temple?

G: To become a monk.

R: (in English):I many times talk.

G: (to R.)But your English is bet-
ter than mine.

R: Steve,do you know?

S: No,just a little bit.

R:I went into temple when I was
fourteen years old. The temple that I
went into the first time was located
at Sapporo.Sapporo is on the northern
island of Japan. Now Sapporo has one
million population. When I went into
temple there,there were only about 60
or 70 thousand people. I was brought
up in a very very rural part,where,in
Canada maybe bears will be haunting
it every day. So I had been eating
things like bears eat. That’s why I
couldn’t be taller than bears.

The same time that I went to the
temple, there were two other children
priests,one was one year older than
me and the other was one year younger
than me. And there were two other
adults over 21 years. And there was
one Roshi. So I was the newest one.
And in the morning we all had tea. So
then I saw that the sweet being served
was something that I had never seen
before in my life. I didn’t know what

it was,so I was looking at the other
people to see if that was to eat or
not. Then very good colored tea was
served in front of each of us. Then I
saw that the Roshi was eating this
sweet a little bit,so I decided to
eat also. Then,I saw that all the oth-
er people had eaten their sweet. So,I
thought that the sweet is to be eaten
all,so I imitated the other people
and ate it all. Then I think that my
solar plexus was moving very fast.

Then, after the tea,Roshi said that
“We have three new students this
spring so I will give them questions
and let them answer.” Then I was very
upset and I wished that I had not
taken the tea at all. Then this adult
student that was sitting beside Roshi
looked at the new students with pride
(condescendingly) and said that the
first newcomer should answer the ques-
tion first.So the first young one an-
swered. The question that Roshi gave
was ‘“ What is the age of the Buddha?”
It is a very difficult question. I
think that the first newcomer answered
that his age was 2500 years old. Then
Roshi said ‘“ That is 0.K., that is all
right.’’ Then this adult student said,
“ Now the next one.’’ Then I think that
the next newcomer answered that the
age of the Buddha was forever,but by
that time my solar plexus was moving
so hard that I don’t remember what
the answer was. But I was the third,
so until myturn came,I had been think-
ing very much. I think my sternum was
down.

Then this adult student pointed to
me and said ‘‘ Joshu.* (R's first name).
Then I said, * What are you saying?
The Buddha’s age is the same as my
age.”’ The Roshi didn’t say anything
and then he said, ‘‘ We can have the



third newcomer for zazen tomorrow.”’

So I was taught zazen and for the
first time I participated in sanzen
(interview with the Roshi).

Then in sanzen I was given the
koan, ‘' Where were you born?’” In my
registry book I was supposed to have
been born on the first of April. But
my parents registered on the 22nd of
April. But it seems that the exact
date that I was born was around the
20th,or 18th,or 19th,or
around there. But somehow it was reg-
istered as the first of April. When I
was small,my mother told me when I was

somewhere

born,but it was on the moon calendar,
so I forgot when it was. So,since I
was a child, [ didn’t make much of my
birth date.
born,because I knew thatI could live
the same as other people. When the
Roshi gave this koan to me,I thought

that he knew that I didn’t know when

I didn’t care when I was

I was born and that was why he gave
me this koan.

So,I thought that Roshi is a very
nasty man.It is true,Roshi is anasty
man. To you,I am also very nasty, and
nasty is all right. So next day,I
brought to Roshi many answers, but he
didn’t accept any of them. And next
day again he said ‘' No.’’ If I spoke
more than necessary,as you do, then
Roshi scolded me.
I couldn’t say anything else,so I
didn’t know what to do.

As a rule of the temple, the newest

I was fourteen, and

comer has to make rice in the morning.
At that time,we didn’t have any gas
or electricity. To make fire,first I
made a fire of paper,then of hay, then
of wood. I am sixty-three and a half
years ocld now,so that was almost fifty
years ago,a half century. So,I tried
to make rice,and as it cooked,I got

black in the face,and when it was
done I was very black in the face and
hands. Then if I go to Roshi with
those black face and hands, I was
scolded by Roshi.For Roshi never said

“ wash your face’’ nice-

anything like
ly,he only scolded.

To get water,we had to go to the
well and first get it in a pail, then
we would fill the large vase with
water from the pail. If it happened
in this modern age,maybe the police
would come and tell the temple not to
But

there was no law. So every morning I

use the fourteen-year-old boy.

cooked therice, and cleaned the house,
the windows, then after that I did the
dishes, then we did some zazen. After
having this kind of life,then we can
realize the true nature. It is more
difficult for you,who live in this
kind of world then come to the

Centre to do zazen,it is more diffi-

Zen

cult for you to get satori. The busy
people,like busy raising children,or
working in o ffices,the busier we are,
the more chance we have to get satori.
That is why I say that the jobless
people should not come to do zazen.If
you have a job,then you can do zazen
better.

The first three weeks,the Roshi
always said ‘““Na’ So I was very dis-
tressed. It was one day,probably in
May,that I decided to clean the win-
dows,so I opened the window. Then I
found that it was raining. That time
was the first time that I understood
when I was born. I thought I knew the
answer to the koan,so I thought if
Poshi did not accept my answer,then I
would try to hit him down,still I
would try to convince him of my an-
So I made the answer that I was
(turn to page 6)

swer.
born in this way.



Fhat is Dharma? Dharma is the “ law” of soul.

The law of soul is not something that has a

form,yet it pervades the ten directions and

manifests its potency before you. He who has

no faith in this chases words and names, tries

. : to surmise Buddha-dharma from writings.He and
true law are as far apert as heaven and earth.

Brothers,what law am I talking about? I anm

talking about the law of the ground of soul.

SOKEI-AN SAYS Little of the Buddha’s
Dharma has been recorded, for in his
day what he said was recited by his
monks to others from memory,passed
from lips to ears. Two hundred years
later,Maharaja Ashoka ordered the
monks to engrave some of the impor-
tant doctrines of the Buddhaon stone
and copper.We can still see these en-
gravings in India.However, it was five
hundred years before the Buddha’s
teachings were written down in Pali
and Sanskrit.. When Ashoka’s son went
to Ceylon with many monks to spread
Buddhism there,these teachings were
written down,but of course they did
not come direct from the Buddha’s
“golden” lips. The teachings we have
come from the sutras toldbydisciples
of the Buddha or of his disciples.
Buddhismis a very simple teaching.
Primitive Buddhism is like a big tree
with not many branches. The Buddhism
that developed in Central Asia and
China is very complicated. In the 9th
Century in China,Buddhism reached the
highest point of metaphysical teach-
ing,but to understand its meaning you
must use the brain instead of the
heart.Buddhism had come to an impasse
when the Zen school of Buddhism made
an opening and led Buddhism into a
new road.Many famous Zen masters con-

tributed to this,and Rinzai is one.
His teaching has some of the charac-
teristics of the Buddha’ s own Buddhi sm.
Rinzai cut off all the branches and
shows us the main trunk of the tree
of Buddhism. He did not teach philos-
ophy to his disciples;he taught them
real existence. If anyone came to him
asking questions about Buddhism,Rin-
zai would say, “ What do you want?”’
“T am trying to understand the phil-
osophy of Buddhism.” ‘ Oh,get out!”
He was such a teacher.

If we have a foundation in life we
know what to do,what our aim is. But
if we do not know the foundation of
our soul,on what base can we build
our lives? Someone told me, “ I have
been studying Buddhism for five years,
but I do wot know what to do.”’ I asked,
“ What do you want?”’ ‘I want to do
something better than what I am doing,
something out of the ordinary--beyond
this human life.’’ If anyone has such
an idea,it is not necessary to study
religion. Religion is what takes you
back to your own ground of soul,the
foundation of life. If you wish to do
something out of the ordinary,it is
better to study science. Modern sci-
ence certainly produces wonderful
things.-But religion is quite differ-
ent--it takes a completely opposite



991yl Jojy wstyppng 3noqe Surjeads
us’sq aaey ‘uu-;aqos ‘1 a3y *3nogo
Buiyiny 1 wo an) ioya‘saayjoug
*Aem ® yons ut pojed
-0] 9q 3JouuEd ME] anI3 dUO 3yl Ing
‘SMB] qUSI337TP 2Anoqe Sury[aloIe koya
TUTYI nox -o0o03 A3TuRTIISTIYD ‘wsTyp
-Png ST jeyy  ceueaxty, , ‘Ajrqesy
‘Spaom  9y3 jyo sJuruesw oy dseissd
03 A13°s3UTITam 9Y3 03 uUNI nog -3 ur
qaTey ou asaey 394--L11ed nok mey prp
-ueyds e yong sfuiz1im wosf puwinyp-oyp
-png ssiwdns 03 sa21.43 ‘saupu puv spioa
SaspYyd s1yYy3 u1l y11of ou svy oym ay
‘MEBT an13 ayy
93eJ9do 03 3I0JJ3 snordosuooun inok st
Auody -jieey 3sowur anok ur ua131IM
MeT TB3I 2Yy3 [99F [IM nok A{feutyg
‘nok ur sfemye ST me] 8yl jo uo1jouny
8nI3 2y3 Inq--nok SuriptnSstw aq Lew
uorideduodstTw Jo uorirTisiadns--mey
dn11 ayy se Furjesado jou st 31 sdey
-I9d -Me[ ayi sSI [99F nok jeym--Sur
-ud4d 03 Suturow woly--Sur3i3eafos ‘pes
‘Ax8ue ‘Sutha)y p221yd oyj ST sTy[ ‘nof
a40faq Kouayod siza sisafiunu 37
*Inos ouo pue £poq 2uo ST 9SISATUN
S1oys ayf -Suryeay jusiajyipe sey jods
yoeyg-sosuss uor[{rw 1y3re sey Apoq ayj
I®Y3 pres eyppng oyl ‘dat1y asnf jou
--Apoq 9y3 jo sosuds 8yl [e‘suorioaa
-TP TI® UBdW  SUOTID2ITp U313 ,, By
"3 STe8F ulys
943 ‘923 Inok yono3 mok Jr {31 pess
ued nok ‘o11y uo Iajem anod nok i anq
‘wIioy teynorased ou sey 3] -us3ljram
-un ST MB[ STYJ] , -[nos , oyy ut sur
-uesuw 33143 9S9Y3 sopnyduUr IY‘[nos jo
MBT 943l jJo symads TRZUIY USYY -puiw
Jo A3ymoey oy3 st patyz 8yl -9suq VLY
Se [9AS] owes 9Y3 U0 dIB oM ‘SIATSSINO
JO Snoidsuod jou oie pue daays am
USYy *SSABI] pu® SOYdUBIQ SY1 03UI 3No0
3T Sutdutiq pue 3001 9yl woij Jojes
/41l BugAJFJnd‘QqSFIuns 9Yy3 03 jyes

-1T Sutsodxa‘ssyjeaiq 3eys 3189y e
SBY 11 Inq ‘UTeIq OU SBY 98I Yy ‘UTRIq
jou 13nq‘3reay se ysijSuy ur passead
-X9 9q uwed sty] °‘sfuraq jusrluas LAjuo
SOPNOUT pPUODSS BY3 {JUITIUISUI pue
1uaTjuss ‘sfutaq [[e sopnyout ISIT]
/Y], °uem‘sqoasu;‘spoam‘saaxq--sﬁug
-éq QUST1UdS JO [NOS dYy ST puodas
aqL

--SJeqs‘uoom‘eas‘Jeqem‘alg;--aouaqsg

'GSJQAFUI'\ Gl{’.] Jo T[nos aand /Yyl

-X3 [elUSWR[3 UT [NOS dY3 SUBSW JSIT]
YL °e33710‘eepriy‘erewe :{[nos 103y
SoweU 99IY3l SJe 219yl 3 TIYSueg U]
*MB] OTWSO0D ‘SSIUSNOTOSUOD O 1w
-S0> payfe2 aq pynod 31 sdeqisg -aFrIy
A{tep saisgseuw 3eya sn uiyjia Suryg
-9WOoS 3BY] JOF Pasn A [UOWWOD dIE SpIom
9saya sn‘qJeaq‘pu;m‘ssausno;osuoa
}Jo 9suss 2y3 UT 819y 3T ISN Bm Ing
‘piom pood ® j0u ST [nog -[nos ay3j jo
MBT 9yl SIY3 [[ed 9y -pey Sy se jsnl
BRUWJIBY( SNIJ Y3 UTIEIIE 03 Pe183n13s
peYy tunuwedyeyg sIojJaq seyppng Auep
‘JT9suTy pauslySTTus oy 1Yl 99413 Typog
°43 JI3puUR UOTIBIIPOW Jo SIBIL XIS
Jo pud@ 23yl je sem 31 Inq--suotrysaab
safes 943l poYSe 9Y--UOTIIBITIPOW UT skem
-8 10U SBA 9Y 9SIN0D JO *SIBIL XIS
d10J spoom 3Yy3 UT PIIEITPOW pUB BITSP
[1e posseiddns af -Aep ® 9211 Jo fmoq

SUo UO PpOATI] pum ‘SyepuURS p[noOM ay
se wop3uty s1y Aeme M2I73 eyppng |yq
1T J0J 3Inq‘Aes 03 Lseo ST 3] c“[nos

*90u9

9yl JO Me] 9yl ST BUWIBY(J 9JI3[
-1S IX3 Teudwousyd woljy paYsInIuUTIlSTIp
SB 90U33SIXd [eUSWNOU SIWIIBWOS ‘Me]
o;};quaros‘quampuemmoo‘uo;qoundwoo
‘aoua;osuoo‘uew Jo Lanjeu aqq'Aq;IBaH
Sueaw 31 SOWIISUWOG °9SUIS IBYI YaTIm
pesn sdem[e jo0u ST ewieyqg 3Inq  mey ,,
3T 93B[SUBI] U330 sIefoyds ueado
-ang-ystySuy ojurt @3B [SueBIl 03 3[NOIJ
-JIp ST euwieyqg , pdIom JTIYSUBG 9YJ
*[nos jo

pPunoi8 umo STY 03 duo JUTUINISI‘9SIN0D



years. One of you asks a question--
and I feel that the three years of ef-
fort is reduced to nothing. We have
to know what we are thinking--talking
about--that is the most important
thing. Why study religion? For what
reason? To invent something useful in
daily life one must study something
other than Buddhism.

I am talking about the law of the
ground of soul. From the ground,
trees sprout and flowers bloom. The
Buddha was teaching for forty-nine
years. The 5048 volumes of the texts
of Buddhism all sprang from the ground
of soul. Where is it? In the stomach,
the brain? Where is this soul?

The second patriarch of China came
“1 feel that

my soul is not emancipated.’’ Bodhi-

to Bodhidharma saying,
dharma said, °‘‘Oh,you are asking me
to deliver your soul. Where is your
the

school--no philosophical explanations.

soul -- show me.’” That 1is Zen
If anyone speaks of soul--show me!
If they speak of Reality--show me!
You cannot show Reality. It is incon-
ceivable. With what do you conceive
phenomena? With the five senses.Well,
are the five senses phenomenal or
noumenal? The five senses are the
connecting point between phenomena
and noumena. Oh,so the connecting
point is the five senses? Show me
that connecting point. How can you
explain this? If the conscious point
is not in your eyes,where is it? If
there is nothing outside,how can you
prove consciousness? Well,without
consciousness you cannot prove it.
When you are asked, “ Where is your
consciousness--outside,inside?’’ You
can get lost in a maze of philosophy.
Talking makes it more complicated.
Without talking,we can know the truth

“koan.

--the ground of soul.

The ground of soul is not created
by anyone--it exists,has existed,and
will exist forever. If one asks you,
“ Before father and mother,what were
you?’’ how do you answer? Though the
conflagration at the end of the kalpa
destroys all phenomena,the ground of
soul will exist forever--not mine,not
yours, but the soul of the universe.
You cannot keep it privately. If you
say, “ It is mine,’’ you are violating
the commandment, * youshall not steal.”

The ground of soul exists forever;
its manifestation is as changeable as
a cloud in the sky. When one thousand
years equal one minute,as yon watch,
it will decompose and disappear. You
cannot adhere to anything. If you do,
you will always be struggling. Why
attach a name to it,why call it God,
Buddha, Allah?

If you do not know the ground of
soul, you cannot understand the true

meaning of commandment.

i
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(JOSHU SASAKI ROSHI SAYS continued
from page 3)

Then Roshi said,
where is your home?’’ For example, what
is the age of the Buddha is not a
But ‘* When was the Buddha born?”
makes a right koan. I don’t know when
I got satori.

“ Then,I ask you,

I’'m just telling you
what kind of experience I had before.
So,if you are really serious,then some
day you will get the answer,you will
really realize yourself. So this will
be the end of the story today.



Jo sortd 9xom aI8Yy3 dWIl SIq Jo eBIpU
3Yy3 uJ -rjuawred e o)ew 03 YOIYM yjiIm
Y3o[2 jo sdatde 10y joo] 03 Jusm uow
V °IUSWSIdX3 Jo I0[00 3yl A[[ead aae
S)UoWw I0J S9qox MmoO][9L snowej ayj
‘PUTW Inok
woxy AuoSe proae [T Nok usYyJ -putw
sand s1y aa19sqo pue Lpoq sindut siy
sa0u8] -2and sT putw Isoym 3nqg aind
-wr st Apoq 3soym duo ST BISYJ °T
:JUdWpUBWWOD UTEjjE
03 ‘saffue ‘3utaiasqo Jo sAem va1j auie
2I9YJ :s3udpnis sty pyol eijndrreyg
*stseydws Jo sedulaIsyJIp yous gsnl
Jo osnedaq s3sIYppng uU29m313q Ssjuduw
-n31e pue syaxienb ore sisyy Apeauye
134 ‘A1qunoo IS TYppng ® 10U ST S93183Q
Po3TU) Y[ °SI3Y30 puB J[9SINoA Jiof
Sutisyyns yonw proAe ued nok ‘pretj
snotfIfea 8y3 ur euswousayd ssayiq
pue1siapun nok §j -Iayjo yoea sweyq
shemie sadh3 om3 asay] -Aydesp Surys
-A12a2 Apn3is oym ang ‘SBuiyooy-L3seu
2I1® Ooym 950yl 9IE SIJYJ UIYI{SUOSSI|
11943 Apnis 30U op oym 3nq sIIduuBw
139319d aAey pur syjeq ayei shemje
oym 9soyjz puty [7Im nok ‘syooyds ujy
‘SjuswpuBwWWOd dY3 2a19sqo A[[njuted
ING WOPSTM I0J BIED 30U Op OYM sqey
-de Auew BJe 918y ‘IUSWPUBWWOD UBY3
I19Yjel wopSIM YIIM UTBIIR 03 PITII] oym
‘eyppng °y3 yo Arerodwsajuod e ‘31sTYppng
Ael snowey aya‘s ,I3IIye[ewt) Se oues
9yl 3jou aae s3isIiyppng aie £ay3 ySnoys
U3A® s9pn3IIJE ITIYJ -pood ou sxe Layj
;eueul J0 BTIYS I9Y3Td YaIm [nyoied
Jou 2I8 oYM 9SOY3} IIB IISYJ 'Yl0q uTeE]
-38 01 AI3} SWOS {WOPSTIA UTB33IE 03 YSTIM
oys 9soyl dIe 2I9Y3 pue JUIWPUEWWOD
9AJ9SQO0 03 YSTA OYA SIUIPNIS dJI@ dIIYJ
‘ose® 219y sSuo[eq uay ‘270 Tys4 eueul
Yyl payr1ed st purw pue s3ySnoya jo
9T121ys4 ayJ *s3ySnoys Io0 puiwiq uteije
03 S393Ss JI9Yj0 9yl S[IYM‘sjusaupueu
-wod 9y3 Sutaiasqo Aq pue spaap sTY

Aq wsTyppng ure33E 03 SITJI] dU(
*squap
-n3s 3styppng Joj surypdiosip jo sadiy
om3 Aq pIzZI[ESJI 29I SITIOUSPU3] OM)]
119yl pue wsiyppng JO S$199S 3JULII]J
-J1p 9ya 4q peieaasuyyt AIJBGIQ age
omy 9sayJ] -putw pur 3ySnoyi ySnoiyg
I23Ud UEBD dUO YOIYm o03UT SuoIFI|
-8J 9Yy3l 031 SQUITOUT sAemye duo B yonyg
©9SI9ATUN 3Y3 JO s3Tid31sAw 9yl [Te
suado eyl L9y ay3 dseiad o3 sa1I)l 9y
{YIniy pue]SILIPUN 03 SO IIJ 3Inqg Spoap
jnoqe ssa[dIed st ayforydosoyryd st
oy ¢odA3 I9yjoue ST 2I8Y] °UIS JO
9suas 2yl Y&noaya uorS o1 sI93U3 OYM--
uls ® JOo Qwrid e SuTllTWWOD JO prIeIjR
sAemie ‘SNOTJUdTIOSUOD AIdA--UBW JO
odk3 ® st CRELR A *Apoq pue 3y3noyj jo
WOopo3Iy uTIel3l® UBD 9M YI1ym Aq uoidt
-9 9yl 1309[9s o ‘dinjeu ino o3 Jur
-p1030y ‘osye SuoOISI[SI I3ylo [[e 193
-us ved nok weyj ySnoayl 3nq uaz ojul
pes] ATuo jou soaj3ed 9aiyz osay]
*Apoq 2y31 Yyitm A[Jelnagqxed op 03 sey
ws TYppng jo [ooydg eARUTA SY] °[00Ydg
1BpUd] 9yl S®e yons ‘s3ydnoya uo puadsp
18Yyq ws TYppng Jjo sodA3 aJe SI9y] - putw
Inok o03uT s3ySnoyy SATIpP 30U Op 9M
‘usz 9y1I] uotdiTea jo adA3 ' ysw9l of
*pojutid 91€ SI930RIBYD PUR SPIOM YITYA
uo xsded 9yq‘yynis-puiuw aie an%noql
“JJnas SIY3 Jo 3SITSUOD 30U saop'}]asqp
puUIwW 3ng - (SsI2jdelEyd puUE SpIom 353U
-1y) ‘osouedep ‘ys1T8uy wedsp ) -spiom
pUe ‘STRWTUR ‘USUWOM ‘USW WRSJIP nok ‘weaip
noA uayy "SUOTISTIA pue sain3dtd jJo 3siIs
-u0d A9yl I9A00s1Ip nok ‘saydnoysl azA[e
-ue nok JI -say8noyl 30U ‘90UISSI S3IT
‘putu jo Aq;A;qon 9Y3 03 J3}J3J 9m ‘putuw
Aes om uayy-siySnoya pue pulw UdIIM3IA]
UOTJJUTIISIP B MBID S3STYppng 9y °‘Apoq
pue s3ySnoya ‘putw jo Aem Aq :usiyppng
03 s9388 o921yl a1 919yl SHLYD ATHHL

SAVS NV-Id)0S



At-
tempting to fish out a piece of cloth

refuse and ponds of excrement.

with a bamboo stick,he slipped into
such a pond. When he came out, holding
the piece of cloth in his hand, his
Mortified, he
weeps,but his mind is pure.

friends ran from him.

Shariputra is speaking allegori-
cally,of course,of the first way of
observation of commandment.

2. There is one whose mind is fil-
thy but whose body is pure. A travel-
er takes a trip under the baking hot
summer sun. There 1is no water or
shade. He is panting like a dying
fish, and spouting greasy sweat from
all 84,000 pores.As he nears the out-
skirts of a village,he sees a pond.
The surface of the water is covered
with dirty straw,dead rats and cats,
but,as it is sheltered from the sun,
the water is cool though it has an
obnoxious odor.The traveler opens the
straw that covers the surface of the
water and drinks to allay his thirst.
‘“ Nasty man. He drinks
filthy water.’’ He would have reached
the village in a half-hour walk, but

Everyone says:

his mind attached to immediate relief.
However,by resting,purifying his body
and relieving himself from the agony
of heat,hecould attain something later.

3. There is one whose body,mind
and thoughts are filthy, but somewhere
in his soul,purity remains. This one
is traveling through a desert where
there i s no shelter,no water,no oasis.
His throat raw from thirst,panting,he
sees a mirage and grasps at air. Then
he sees the track of cows.In the hol-
low formed by a cow’s hoof print in
the that dropped
track,there is a tiny bit of liquid.

dung has in the
He throws himself flat and,pressing

his lips into the cowdung,sips the

water. By taking it,he tries to save

his life so he can go on to attain.
4. This

less fortunate than the third. Having

traveler has been even

come a long way,still far from the
village,he is attacked by violent
illness. Sitting beside the road, vom-
iting,he calls to those who pass:
‘“ Save me! Help,help!’” But, though
they see heis dying,they refuse, fear-
But
if someone would approach him,wash

Kl

ing his disease. ‘“ The plague!
him,give him food and medicine,per-
haps his life could be saved and he
could attain.

5. The fifth traveler comes to a
beauti ful pond the sand 1is
white and shining in the sun. Flowers

where

are blooming around it.You can drink
the water and bathe with it.

mind, thoughts and body are pure.

Here

In the sutra,these stages may be
applied to the monk’s way.

1. There
all women, and would not touch one,but
all day long thinks about this.

2. Mind filthy, body pure.The monk
thinks this and that,recites sutra,

is the monk who detests

talks, always involving the mind. How-
ever, even doing this,he can carry his
body into a pure place.

3. Body,mind and thoughts are fil-
thy, yet by meditating he tries to get
to the depths of his soul where he
finds the pure,great Nirvana.

4. He is dying; his body is decom-
posing; his mind is scattered--nothing
is left. But through Buddha’s great
love and compassion--his true medi-
cine, true food,true clothing--even
such a one can be saved. But Buddha
will save him with the lovethat is
not created by,nor related to the hu-
man being,the compassion that is not
expressed by the human heart.
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